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Climate Solutions

The town that built back
green

After a tornado demolished Greensburg, Kan., it rebuilt without carbon
emissions. Can its lessons help communities and economies rebound from
fires, hurricanes and covid-19?

Greensburg, a rural community in southwest Kansas, was
decimated by a tornado that killed 12 people and leveled 95

percent of the city on May 4, 2007. The city rebuilt green. It
gets 100 percent of its electricity from a small windfarm, all of
its buildings are energy efficient, it uses rainwater for
irrigation, A focal point of the community is its historic 1887
well, billed as the world's largest hand dug well, that adjoins a
rebuilt visitor's center and new playground. (Photo by Larry
Schwarm for The Washington Post)
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GREENSBURG, Kan. — After powerful
tornadoes swept through Nashville earlier this
year, killing 25 and leaving a trail of
destruction for miles, one of the first calls
officials made was to tiny Greensburg,
population 900.

A wind-swept farming community in
southwestern Kansas, Greensburg rebuilt
“green” after an EF5 tornado — the most
violent — barreled through at more than 200
miles per hour and nearly wiped it off the map
in 2007.

A decade later, Greensburg draws 100 percent
of its electricity from a wind farm, making it
one of a handful of cities in the United States to
be powered solely by renewable energy. It now
has an energy-efficient school, a medical
center, city hall, library and commons,
museum and other buildings that save more
than $200,000 a year in fuel and electricity
costs, according to one federal estimate. The






