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Decision: A decision is the best choice amongst a series of alternatives

Alternatives and Scoring. Higher is better. Higher is good.

Objectives / Criteria Notes 6. Diesel 7. Nuclear

1 readily located close to load

2 smog, NO2, SO2, CO2, more

3 radioactive, mercury, cadmium

4

5 local economic benefit

6

7

Score. Differentials within 10% are not significant 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Rank. Lower is better! 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

This table illustrates how a template can be created and used to assist with the design making process. In this example we are ranking each alternative for each 
objective.

1. Coal 
Plant

2. Solar + 
ES

3. Hydro 
Electric

4. Wind 
Energy

5. Geo - 
Thermal

8. Bio-
Fuels

9. Gas 
Turbine

less land expropriation, lower 
transmission & distribution 

costs & energy loss

emits the lowest airborne 
pollutants

results in hazardous liquid or 
solid wastes 

secure, less susceptible to 
hack, consequences limited

implications of hack my house 
vs. hack nuclear plant

creates jobs / skills where the 
energy consumption occurs

longest system life cycle, 
"bankable"

lowest replacement cost, least 
impact on the environment, can 

be co-located

noise pollution adjacent to 
generation source is low

human activity can be readily 
co-located


